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Club Meeting Minutes 
April 19, 2017

St. James Community Center 

The Cape Fear Flyfishers met at the St. James Community Center at 5:00 pm on Wednesday, 
April 19, 2017.   The meeting began with the casting clinic followed at 6:00 with the club 
business meeting.  The meeting also gave members the opportunity to purchase fly fishing gear 
left by our dear friend, Dan Neuschafer. 

Club Business Meeting 

Introduction of New Members and Guests – All members present introduced themselves.   

Approval of Minutes - Members approved the February and March minutes.    

Treasurer’s Report - Tony Mangiapane reported we have $5,938 in the bank.   

Drawing of Donated Flies –  Reggie Winter held the winning ticket.  The lucky winners of the 
two Bream Killer flys tied and donated by Dan Smith were Dan Sokoloski and John Stowell.  
Dan Smith has had much success with this fly at the club pond meetings.  

Trips and Activities 

Bristol TN/VA Mountain Fishing Trip –  The trip will be April 24-28; traveling on the 24th; 
fishing 25-27, and traveling home on the 28th.  One may wade or drift fish.  Participants met after 
the meeting to discuss travel and fishing plans.  Jim will follow-up with an email detailing 
decisions made. 

Women’s Anglers in Training (WAIT) – April 29-30.  “For you ladies who want to learn more 
about saltwater fishing and don't want to be bothered by your husband or boyfriend, the Oak 
Island Parks and Recreation Department have just the thing. The Women Anglers in Training 
Program, or WAIT for short, is a two-day fishing seminar, April 30th -May1st, just for the 
ladies.”  The past four years Jim has given a 45-minute session from 12-1 on fly fishing.  Jim 
welcomes volunteers to assist him in demonstrating fly casting to small groups.   

Weldon, NC Stripers – May 2-4.  12-14 members have expressed interest in the trip to fish for 
stripers at Roanoke Rapids but the club has only two boats available.  The club will try to 
identify a couple more boats before May 2; otherwise, the club will need to draw names to 

http://flyanglersonline.com/features/panfish/part258.php
http://www.ecoflyfishing.com/
http://www.southport-oakisland.com/event/wait-women-anglers-in-training.html
http://www.carolinasportsman.com/details.php?id=1799
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identity those that can participate.  The current at Roanoke Rapids is too fast for kayaks.  See the 
program notes below for more information on fishing there.    

Oak Island Kayak Fishing School – May 6, 2017.  Jerry Dilsaver will give an introduction to 
inshore saltwater fishing and ocean kayak fishing in the morning, followed by the opportunity to 
test drive up to a dozen different kayaks on the water that afternoon.  The morning program will 
address safety, rigging, and fishing techniques.  Lunch will be provided. The school will be held 
at Dutchman Creek Park under a tent, weather permitting.   Dutchman Creek Park is on the left 
past the NC Wildlife Commission boat ramp on Fish Factory Road.  Forest Duncan has attended 
the clinic for each of the past four years.  He always learns something new and it’s a great way to 
spend a Saturday. 

Kayak Fish and Float Day – June 23, John E. Pechmann Fishing Education Center, Fayetteville, 
N.C.  The program includes a seminar in the morning followed by a demo session on the lake 
across the road in the afternoon. 

Lake Waccamaw – May 10, the day of the full moon.  This date is the peak of the bream 
spawning season.  We presently have just two boats available for the trip but members with 
kayaks will find it a comfortable lake to fish as long as the wind does not pick up. 

Rice’s/Town Creek – Stay tuned. 

Family Picnic – June 21, the beginning of summer.  Spouses are welcome to come. 

New Business 

The new name for International Federation of Fly Fishers is Fly Fishers International.  The 
organization changed the logo as well (see heading above). 

Round Table/What’s Biting, Where and on what? 

Charter Guide Fishing – several members hired guides Allen Cain and Judson Brock to fish for 
redfish around Figure Eight Island and Topsail Creek.  Jim White and Craig Wengerd fished 
with Allen Cain on Thursday, March 30th.  They found a school of about 50 redfish but the 25 
mph winds prevented them from approaching the fish without “spooking” them.  Ray Hitney, 
Forest Duncan, Scott Ewing, and Paul Askew fished with Cain and Brock on Saturday, April 1st.  
Both captains put their clients on fish in several locations but the fish were not in a feeding 
mood.  Richard and Mariann Kraus had a similar experience fishing with Judson Brock on 
Sunday, April 2nd. 

Whiting are being caught near Southport and Caswell Beach.  Trout, red drum, and flounder 
fishing should pick up with the warming water.  Steve Moore reported we can expect rain in the 
N.C. mountains this coming week that will raise the trout stream levels by the time club 
members arrive on April 24. 

http://www.ncbrunswick.com/event/1302
http://bcparks.recdesk.com/recdeskportal/bcparks/FacilityDetail/tabid/7360/default.aspx?FacilityID=13
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Learning/Education-Centers/Pechmann/Event-Registration/EventId/2076/e/introduction-to-kayak-fishing-level-ii-june-2017-23-jun-2017
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Learning/Education-Centers/Pechmann
http://www.northcarolinasportsman.com/details.php?id=5728
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rice+Creek+Boat+Ramp/@34.1467142,-78.0687404,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xcf8afa4e3c7be8e0!8m2!3d34.1467142!4d-78.0687404
http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/
http://sightfishnc.com/meet-captain-allen/
http://www.muddyflyguideservice.com/about.html
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PROGRAM: FISHING LAKE WACCAMAW AND WELDON, NC 

Jim White and Forest Duncan spoke, respectively, about the club’s upcoming trips to Roanoke 

Rapids in Weldon N.C. (May 2-4) and Lake Waccamaw (May 10).  Jim has fished Roanoke 

Rapids several times in the past few years and considers it a “bucket list” trip for club members.    

Forest has fished Lake Waccamaw, his favorite, local freshwater spot, several times over the past 

year.  He based his presentation on notes from previous ones by club members Bobby Sands, 

Charlie White, and Al Noble.  He also consulted staff at Waccamaw Outdoors, published 

literature, and online resources.  Attached is the handout Forest prepared and notes prepared for 

the club a couple of years ago by Lake Waccamaw resident, Jess Powell.    

ROANOKE RAPIDS, WELDON, N.C. 

Fishing Roanoke Rapids is quite different from fishing Lake Waccamaw, described by locals as 

“The Rockfish Capital of the World.”  One fishes moving water instead of calm water and fishes 

an uneven instead of a smooth bottom.  Large rocks loom just below the surface and account for 

damage to a lot of propellers.  Navigating boats larger than 19’ is risky. 

Past club trips have witnessed mixed catches.  On some, members have caught as many as 150 

each in a few hours of fishing.  On others, the water was high and only a few fish were caught.   

People fish for rockfish (striped bass) in several ways.  Some anchor or drift using live or cut 

bait, especially before the catch and release season begins May 1.  Fly fishermen tend to drift but 

can also choose to anchor.  Few fly fishermen were seen on the river a few years ago; today, one 

sees many.   

Fly fishermen use a sink tip or sinking line to reach rockfish, but, lately, more anglers are using 

floating line.  The choice depends on where one finds the fish; in the fast moving current or 

closer to the banks.    

Casting sink tip or sinking line takes getting use to if one has always fished floating line.  

Sinking line requires a different casting technique.  Initially, one uses a Belgium Cast or Roll 

Cast to get the fly on the surface followed by an oval cast, always maintaining a continuous 

motion, never pausing.    

Cast upcurrent as far as you can; place the tip of the rod as far down as you can below the water 

surface; and begin stripping as fast as you can.  That technique enables one to get and keep the 

fly in the strike zone.  

If one tries casting sink tip or sinking line as floating line, the heaviness of the sinking line often 

results in loss of control of the backcast – the heavier line seems to have a mind of its own, 

shooting back further than intended.  For this reason, it is also difficult to false-cast a sink tip or 

sinking line. 

http://www.waccamawoutdoors.net/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hw3urruyS18
http://www.orvis.com/news/fly-fishing/Tuesday-Tip-How-to-Make-a-Roll-Cast-Pickup/
http://www.orvis.com/news/fly-fishing/Tuesday-Tip-How-to-Make-a-Roll-Cast-Pickup/
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The fly of choice is a lime/white, 

Clouser minnow with a barbless 

hook.  Try other colors, such as 

red/white, if the lime/white fly is 

not catching fish. 

While one person is fishing, the 

other is controlling the trolling 

motor. 

People can fish from the bank 

near the boat ramp, but the 

fishable area is limited. 

One also had the option of hiring a 

fly fishing guide with experience 

at Roanoke Rapids; for example, Lee Parsons (Gottafly Guide Service), Jeff Wolgermuth

(Roanoke Tar Guide Service, and Dean Lamont (Crystal Coast Adventures), or others.   

A N.C. freshwater license is required; get one here.  “Residents born on or before Aug. 1, 1953 

are eligible to purchase a senior lifetime license when they turn 65 years of age.  Those born 

after Aug. 1, 1953 are eligible to purchase a senior lifetime license when they turn 70 years of 

age.”  Costs is $15 for the Senior Comprehensive Inland license and $15 for the Senior Coastal 

Recreational license, a total of $30 to fish fresh and salt water in N.C. the rest of your life.   

LAKE WACCAMAW, N.C. 

Forest’s presentation described Lake Waccamaw, its fishing structure, species, where and how to 
fish for largemouth bass, bream (shellcracker, pumpkinseed, and bluegill), local amenities, and 
information on how to drive there.  His PowerPoint presentation and handout are attached.  Also 
view the Carolina Outdoors Journal program “Fishing the Edge.”  It demonstrates how to fish for 
largemouth bass on Lake Phelps, a lake very similar and structure to Lake Waccamaw.   

Jim will be emailing members soon to learn the extent of interest in these trips.  The club will 
then plan accordingly.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Forest Duncan 

Secretary 

http://www.gottaflyguideservice.com/page3.html
http://www.roanoketarguide.com/about.htm
http://www.crystalcoastadventures.com/roanoke.html
http://www.1fghp.com/northcarolina/roanokeriver.html
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Licensing/Hunting-Fishing-Trapping-Licenses#5891363-license-types-and-fees
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/License/Documents/LifetimeLicenseApp.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/License/Documents/LifetimeLicenseApp.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/License/Documents/LifetimeLicenseApp.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlfF01ePih0
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DESTINATION:  LAKE WACCAMAW, NORTH CAROLINA 

Cape Fear Fly Fishers 

April 19, 2017 

GOOGLE MAP

Lake Waccamaw, a 
Carolina Bay, is a 
shallow, sandy bowl 
with 9,000 acres of water 
surface and 14 miles of 
shoreline.  The state-
owned lake is 6 miles 
long x 5 miles wide with 
a maximum depth of 
11feet and an average 
depth of 7 feet.  It can 
get rough with even light 
winds because the 
surrounding terrain is too 
flat to block the wind. 

The lake provides good 
fishing for white and 
yellow perch, crappie, 
redear sunfish, 
pumpkinseed and 
largemouth bass.  
Bluegill and white 
catfish are there and 
support fair fishing.  

The lake bottom is peat. The north shore is limestone with rocks under the limestone.  Fishing 
structure includes cypress trees and tree stumps, grass and lily pad beds, submerged vegetation 
beds, deep holes, docks, mile posts and no wake zone markers, sloping drop-offs, springs, and 
man-make structure – cedar trees, barrels, tires, etc.   

Cypress trees and grass beds hold largemouth bass and panfish such as shellcracker, 
pumpkinseed, and bluegill. Docks offer cover for crappie and largemouth bass.  Offshore, the 
submerged plant beds attract yellow perch.  Deep holes attract white perch and big catfish.  

 “Dissecting” the lake gives one a better perspective on where to fish.   

Northwest side, Dale’s to Wildlife Ramp – docks and lily pads (bass and crappie; April and May 
most productive months).  Water is deeper along the docks on this side of the lake. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lake+Waccamaw+State+Park/@34.2886947,-78.5290163,13.5z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x89aa666803ef3c65:0x5f8ca11d3dfd4353
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Wildlife ramp to spillway dam – docks, lily pads, grass beds (excellent wade fishing for bass and 
bream, April and May) 

Spillway dam to Mile 13– grass beds, cypress trees, tree stumps (bass and bream) 

Southeastern side, State Park – shallow, clear, and barren bottom (poor fishing) 

Eastern side - Big Creek to Dale’s, grass beds, lily pads, docks (bass, crappie, and bream) 

Submerged sandbars and water, 8 feet and deeper, offshore of Big Creek (white perch) 

Mileage posts and no wake zone markers around lake (bass, crappie, and bream) 

LARGEMOUTH BASS

Where are They? 

Good spots for largemouth 
bass in the Spring: 

Mouth of Big Creek on the 
eastern shore, provided there 
is water flowing into the 
lake from the creek.  If 
there’s not much flow, work 
into the main lake and look 
for lily pad beds 50-1000 
yards out past the no wake 
zone poles.   

Also fish the grass beds on 
either side of the mouth. 
This is a good area to wade 
and fish, particularly to the 
south.   

Mileage posts and wake 
markers 100 yards from the 
shore.   

Edges of the lily pads and grasses out front of Dale’s Seafood restaurant. 

Docks and lily pads on the NW side where the water is deeper and the bottom is softer and 
darker.  With a lack of shallow stumps or brush, docks fill the void of hard structure in Lake 
Waccamaw.   

Reed grass near the spillway dam.  Fish the grass beds and cypress trees with poppers during 
April and May.  The grass beds are a hot spot for wading. 

Cypress knees and tree stumps along the shoreline near the spillway dam.  Don’t be afraid to go 
shallow, two feet of water is plenty deep enough to hold a trophy bass.  

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/Largemouth_Bass_profile.pdf
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Gear and Technique 

Use 8-wt rod with a 6 to 8-foot leader (8-10 lb test) and a 4 to 6-foot tippet. 

Vary retrieve to learn what works, using slow and fast retrieves. 

Don’t fish too fast; make 3-4 casts to attractive structure. 

When fishing a popper, stop occasionally, giving tracking bass time to look at – and eat - the fly.  

Keep rod low and pointed at the fly throughout the retrieve. 

To set the hook, strip back hard while simultaneously giving the rod some side pressure. 

For tips on wade fishing Lake Waccamaw, see the Carolina Outdoor Journal video Fishing the 

Edge.  The location is Lake Phelps but Lake Phelps has a shoreline similar to Lake Waccamaw. 

Also see the Orvis Tutorial Fishing for Smallmouth and Largemouth Bass 

Largemouth Bass Flies 

Bass Popper – The traditional cork popper is one of the most fun ways to catch a largemouth; 
particularly in the mornings and evenings when they're near the surface in shallow water. 

Deer Hair Bass Bug -  A big flat-fronted hair bug that causes a lot of disturbance on the water 
when stripped.  Spun deer hair offers great buoyancy.  A weed guard permits fishing in weeds.       

Dancing Frog - A beautiful spun deer hair fly fishing frog pattern with great realism and the 
ability to create a lot of disturbance on the water.  Cast it out into the weeds, let it sit twice as 
long as you think you should and then give it a strip.  

Sunfish Imitation - Sunfish are not only prime largemouth bass food, but they're also nest 
predators on largemouth bass, so they'll grab a sunfish when it gets near.  This weedless fly is 
among the best bass flies ever designed.    

Wilson’s Bass Bully - Hop this along the bottom by pointing the rod tip toward the fly with no 
slack, lift, remove slack and repeat. 

Wooly Bugger -  Conehead flies are the most successful searching flies when conditions are hard 
to read.  The wooly bugger’s cone head gets the fly down quickly in faster, deeper water.  

BREAM:  REDEAR/SHELLCRACKER, PUMPKINSEED, BLUEGILL

Where are They? 

Look for bream in the same locations as described above for largemouth bass.  They can be 
found close to the banks and in shallow water and many fishermen find wading as productive as 
and more fun than fishing from a boat.   

Each May, a mayfly hatch that wakes up the bream population.  The wind blows the mayflies out 
of the trees into the lake, and the bream aggressively strike them on the surface.  Fish for them in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlfF01ePih0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlfF01ePih0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlfF01ePih0
http://howtoflyfish.orvis.com/video-lessons/chapter-two-bass-fly-fishing
http://www.orvis.com/p/bass-popper/12a7
http://www.orvis.com/p/hair-bass-bug/0k86
http://www.orvis.com/p/dancing-frog/0k8e
http://www.orvis.com/p/puglisi-bluegill/58ph
http://www.orvis.com/p/wilsons-bass-bully/17RP?WebWhackKeyword=wilson&#39;s bass bully
http://www.orvis.com/p/brass-cone-head-woolly-bugger/085t
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/Redear_Sunfish_profile.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/Pumpkinseed_profile.pdf
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/Bluegill_profile.pdf
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waders on the edges of the grass beds and the grass beds and lily pads near the dam.  Wade out to 
the grass beds but not all the way or you may spook the fish.   

As you enter the lake from Big Creek, there are lots of grass beds where bream and bass hang 
out. This is also a good area to wade and fish, particularly to the south.   

The third dock north of the sailing club dock has several very large submerged cypress stumps 
that can be seen from a boat in the clear water.  Bream bed-up there. 

The lily pads just north of the sailing club dock usually hold bream. 

The grass beds near the dam is another hot spot for wading. 

Gear and Technique 

Use 6-7 weight rod with a 7 1/2 – 9-foot leader (6 lb test) tapered to a 3x (4-6 lb test) tippet. 

Let popper sit 15-20 seconds; twitch; make a few quick strips; let it sit; strip again. 

Fish a popper in early morning; later, switch to a sinking fly with a strike indicator 

Use large poppers to fish for bream and bass at the same time.   

Cast a Pencil Popper or a Wooly Bugger for bigger bream. 

Bream Flies 

Mini Pop Popper - Bluegills and small bass will eat this fly pattern up.  Big eyes and plenty of 
tail and rubber legs make this one buggy looking critter sitting on top of the water.  

Slim Pencil Popper - A skinnier take on the Pencil Popper, made for warm water species.  Offers 
a superb imitation of a crippled minnow.  Its slimmer diameter allows it to work well in lily pads, 
especially if a hook guard is added.  

Billy Bluegill Spider - Designed to be a subsurface fly, the Bully Bluegill Spider is weighted 
more heavily toward the bend of the hook and falls vertically through the water column.  The 
rubber legs wiggle underwater, creating a lifelike action bluegill can't resist.  Beneath a popper or 
an indicator, the Bluegill Spider will catch panfish and bass. 

Extended Body Eastern Green Drake  - A big and obvious green drake dry fly for the eastern 
may fly hatch.  Extremely visible in the water and if the green drakes are in a blizzard hatch, this 
pattern will make it much easier to discern your fly from the naturals on the water. 

Bead Head Hare’s Ear Nymph - The Hare's Ear fly pattern is probably the most productive 
nymph there is.  Its beauty is in its simplicity.  The buggy nature of the fly pattern represents any 
number of insect species and entices fish with its lifelike movement.  Adding a bead head only 
enhances the Hare's Ear fly, getting it down into the feeding zone quickly for longer drifts at the 
right depth.  Excellent for still water fishing and can be used as a dropper pattern in any situation.  

http://www.orvis.com/p/mini-pop-popper/11tk
https://www.bigyflyco.com/slimpencilpoppers-detail.htm
http://www.orvis.com/p/bully-bluegill-spider/3r7k
http://www.orvis.com/p/extended-body-eastern-green-drake/11t5
http://www.orvis.com/p/bead-head-hares-ear-nymph/0251
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Murray’s Wasp Dry - Fish these Wasps along the banks close to the thick shrubs and below 
overhanging tree limbs on mountain trout streams and spring creeks from May to October.  A 
splashy presentation followed by a slow twitching action often brings solid strikes. 

WHITE PERCH 

The lake’s hallmark species is the white perch, which reaches large sizes in a population with a 
good age structure.  White perch migrate from saltwater to freshwater to spawn.  During spring 
floods, they swim over the dam.  Millions remain in the lake all year, where anglers find them 
easy pickings.  It may be the best place in NC to catch a white perch measuring more than 12 
inches long or weighing more than a pound. While white perch bite well all year long, the best 
months for catching them are the summer months.  

Where are They? 

White Perch are schooling fish that inhabit open water a few hundred yards off the shoreline.   

White perch can be taken year-round, drifting or trolling in water six feet deep or greater. 

If launching from Big Creek, look for white perch on your depth finder within a few hundred 
yards of where the creek enters the lake. 

Look for them in the deep hole in the NW part of the lake. 

Head for the grass line near the dam.  Back off the grass islands to a water depth of 6-8 feet and 
drift with the wind.  Also troll the drop-off running parallel to the west bank from the grass 
islands near the dam. 

They move constantly and are never in one place very long.  If you want to keep up with them, 
you have to keep moving, too. 

Spin Fishing for White Perch 

Look for fish marks on your GPS screen and splashes at the surface.  

Troll with small crankbaits to locate fish.  When you get a strike, toss out a marker float, head 
back, and anchor about 40 feet away. 

Use medium-action spinning rods with 6-10 lb test monofilament line for casting small spinners.  
White perch will strike any small crankbait, spoon or jig.  

Excellent lures for trolling and casting include ¼-ounce Rat-L-Traps, No. 2 or No. 3 Shad Rap in 
black/silver, and Rebel crankbaits.   

Fly Fishing for White Perch 

Use up to a 7-weight rod and intermediate or floating line. 

Cast an intermediate line to allow the fly to sink slowly; intermediate line works better in windy 
conditions. 

https://www.murraysflyshop.com/products/murrays-wasp-dry
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/White_perch_profile.pdf
https://rat-l-trap.com/freshwater.php
http://www.rapala.com/rapala/lures/shad-rap-series/shad-rapandreg/Shad+Rap.html?cgid=rapala-lures-shadRap&start=1
http://www.rebellures.com/lures/crankbaits
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Use a floating line to cast a sinking fly; floating line is easier to pick up. 

Cast towards feeding white perch schools of baitfish to the surface.  

Strip the streamer across the surface mimicking panic.  If no strike, use a sinking tip fly line or 
add split shot to drop the fly down the water column.   

For catching bigger fish, allow the fly or lure to sink deeper before starting the retrieve. 

White Perch Flies 

Freshwater Clouser - A lighter bead chain version of the famous Clouser minnow flies. These 
flies are excellent for bass and large panfish, or as a streamer for trout. Simple, timeless baitfish 
pattern that works. 

Muddler Minnow (Size 8 or 10) - Perhaps one of the best minnow/streamer fly fishing patterns 
ever tied. The Muddler Minnow was spawned, so to speak, by Don Gapen of Anoka, Minnesota 
in 1936, to imitate the sculpin.  Gapen developed this fly to catch Nipigon strain brook trout in 
Ontario, Canada.  It is now a popular pattern world-wide and is likely found in nearly every 
angler's fly box, in one form or another. 

Gray Ghost - From the Rangeley region of Maine, Carrie Stevens is perhaps one of the most 
famous fly tiers in the annals of fly fishing.  The Grey Ghost was one of her most famous 
patterns and is easily one of the top five most famous patterns ever tied.  Not only do they work, 
but you should have them in your box out of pure respect for the tradition of the sport.  

Bead Head Caddis Pupa - Simple and effective fly pattern for imitating caddis pupa.  Proper 
color, wing pads and profile make this a winning pattern anywhere caddis populations are the 
primary food source.  

TIPS 

Fish as early as possible in the morning (and later in the evening) when the fishing is 
substantially better.  Just before dark can be fantastic if the wind is down. 

Big Creek looks very fishy but you will fare better at the mouth of it and in the lake.  

If you can’t smell fish, they aren’t on a bed, and if you don’t catch a couple within the first few 
casts, leave and try elsewhere.  

The lake is generally calm until around 2-4:00 pm when a sea breeze fills in from Myrtle Beach.  

Fish in waders on the edge of the lily pads and grass beds, especially between the Wildlife 

Landing and the dam where docks and grass beds become more prominent. 

Wade out enough to cast to the grass beds.  Don’t go all the way to the grass, or you’ll risk 

spooking fish.  (gator mating season; May-June) 

http://www.orvis.com/p/freshwater-clouser/97ge
http://www.orvis.com/p/muddler-minnow/0655
http://www.orvis.com/p/gray-ghost-streamer/0640
http://www.orvis.com/p/bead-head-caddis-pupa/0416
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GETTING THERE 

There are two boat ramps on Lake Waccamaw; the Lake Waccamaw State Park boat ramp on the 

SE side of the lake and the Wildlife Commission boat ramp on the NW side.  

Lake Waccamaw State Park Boat Ramp 

Set GPS to 1866 State Park Drive, Lake Waccamaw, N.C.  

From Southport, head north on NC-211 N; turn left onto 214-W. 

Turn left onto State Road 1757/Jefferson Road. 

Continue onto Bartram Lane; turn left onto Bella Coola Road. 

Cross the bridge over Big Creek; the boat landing is just past the bridge on the right. 

The state-park ramp gives more wind protection.  If an east wind comes up fast, like when a 

summer thunderstorm blows in, you can duck into the canal for a safe takeout. The State Park 

ramp also offers a place to get out of the sun. 

Wildlife Resources Commission Boat Ramp (Presently closed for repairs) 

Set GPS to 2402 Canal Cove Road, Lake Waccamaw, N.C. 

From Southport, head north on NC-211 N. 

Turn left onto 214-W. 

Turn left onto Flemington Drive. 

Continue right onto Canal Cove Rd. 

Kayak fishermen can launch from the spillway dam parking lot at the far end of Waccamaw 
Shores Road, via Canal Cove Road.  

LOCAL AMENITIES 

Waccamaw Outdoors sells a good variety of spin and baitcasting tackle – and a few popper flies.  
Visit them to get a fishing report and to buy tackle that works on Lake Waccamaw. The adjacent 
convenience store has a grill.  Tues–Fri, 9 - 6:30 p.m.; Sat. 9 - 12 p.m. 

Lake Waccamaw State Park: 7-10:00 p.m.  

Dale’s Seafood: 100 Lake Shore Drive, Phone 910 646 4466.  Mon–Thurs, 11 - 9:00 p.m.; Fri-
Sat, 11 - 9:30 p.m. 

Subway in Lake Waccamaw:  Mon-Fri, 6:30-9 p.m.; Sat, 7-9 p.m.; Sun, 9-9 p.m. 

Hardee’s, McDonald’s, and Subway:  intersection of 211 and 17; stop for breakfast. 

http://www.waccamawoutdoors.net/
http://www.ncparks.gov/lake-waccamaw-state-park/photos-and-videos
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurant_Review-g49270-d3180285-Reviews-Dale_s_Seafood-Lake_Waccamaw_North_Carolina.html
https://order.subway.com/Stores/Find.aspx#52502
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LINKS:   

Lake Waccamaw State Park

Lake Waccamaw State Park Map

Fishing the Edge (Lake Phelps is similar to Lake Waccamaw) 

May’s Mayfly Magic – Lake Waccamaw Bream get Hungry 

Whacking Waccamaw Whites

Fishing for Smallmouth and Largemouth Bass (Orvis Tutorial) 

http://www.ncparks.gov/lake-waccamaw-state-park/photos-and-videos
http://www.ncparks.gov/sites/default/files/ncparks/maps-and-brochures/lake-waccamaw-park-map.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NlfF01ePih0
http://www.northcarolinasportsman.com/details.php?id=1161
http://howtoflyfish.orvis.com/video-lessons/chapter-two-bass-fly-fishing
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Lake Waccamaw Hints 

From Jess Powell 

The Wildlife Landing on Canal Cove Road is where you want to put in. I strongly suggest getting there as 
early as possible that morning; not necessarily because it gets crowded, but the fishing is substantially 
better early in the morning (and later in the evening). The Lake fishes like a true freshwater lake with 
bream, bass, and perch. Poppers early, buggers, clousers, assorted streamers, ant patterns, and San Juan 
worms will suffice this time of year and are always a hit throughout the day. 

Patience is not a virtue at the Lake. If you can’t smell fish, they aren’t on a bed, and if you don’t catch a 
couple within the first few casts, leave and try elsewhere. The Lake is big and I suggest working around 
piers and lily pads along the northwest side. The water gets deeper quicker and the bottom is much softer 
and darker around the base of piers. You won’t find many fish along the true western shore until you get 
down towards Turkey Pin Point. You will recognize the Point as you will be moving towards the Dam and 
grass beds around piers will become more prominent. Cypress knees and various tree stumps litter the 
bottom down towards the Dam on this side of the Lake, however, unlike the northwest side, the natural 
bottom structure is a little closer in to the shore, so don’t be afraid to move in closer. 

Moving past the Dam along the southeastern shore will be the State Park which continues for several miles 
until the residential houses begin again moving east. While a grassy shoreline and low boat traffic looks 
fishy from afar, this side of the Lake historically hasn’t produced many fish. It is really shallow, clear 
water with hardy sandy bottom and little natural bottom structure (stumps/cypress knees). I wouldn’t spend 
too much time over there.  

The eastern shore is shallow and clear as well, however there are several areas 
you may want to try. The mouth of Big Creek does sometimes produce a decent amount of fish. There are 
also a few lily pad beds 50-1000 yards out past the no wake zone poles. You may find a few fish there. 
The blue bream may be on the bed or starting to get there by the weekend. I haven’t been able to fish much 
at all this Spring but from what I’ve heard, the unseasonably cool weather has kept them off the bed for the 
most part. This actually isn’t a bad time at all to be fishing the Lake. July and August are tough but with a 
cool spring, I think you may do quite well. Fish early and late, if you can. Just before dark can be fantastic 
if the wind is down. 

If the fishing is slow, head over to Whiteville and get a Ward’s burger. Talk to Kandle, Junior’s daughter, 
tell her I sent you. If you go be sure to go before noon or Junior will be out of burgers. If Junior is closed, 
head a few doors down to Ed’s. If Ed’s is closed, Jerry’s is just as good. The burger scene in Whiteville is 
tremendous. Seriously. 

NOTE:  This was written several years ago for a trip later in the Spring than our trip. 


